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MEDIA RELEASE

holmquist/jlf
6-26-81
Great Falls Tribune
TW
O GREAT FALLS STUDENTS WIN
$1,000 WATKINS SCHOLARSHIPS AT UM
MISSOULA—
Two University of Montana students from Great Falls, Laura Kudrna and
Janet Rice, have received $1,000 Watkins Scholarships to research and write
senior honors papers at UM.
The women are among 35 UMseniors who will be working on science, social
science and humanities topics for the honors program during the 1981-82
academic year.
Kudrna, who is an English major, will make a chronological study of the
socialistic, political and social philosophies advocated by writer John
Steinbeck in his novels, plays, short stories, filmscripts and non-fiction
writings.
She said she is interested in determining whether Steinbeck, who became
disillusioned with capitalism's failures during the Great Depression, wanted
"control of capitalism through market intervention or whether he supported
a Marxist-like drastic economic change like socialism."
Kudrna added that most of Steinbeck’s critics have ignored his political
philosophies in order to talk about his skills as a storyteller. Dr. William
Bevis, associate professor of English at UM, is adviser for Kudrna's project.
Kudrna, daughter of Robert and Ann Marie Kudrna, is a 1978 graduate of
C.M. Russell High School.
Rice, who is majoring in English and drama at UM, will study the use of
(over)

WATKINS SCHOLARSHIPS -- add one
the mirror metaphor in the short stories and poetry of writer Jorge Luis
Borges.
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,
She described the mirror metaphor as "applying the properties of a
mirror to a literary work, reflecting an image of an actual object and then
reversing that image, like duplicating the meaning of a character's first
name in his last name, one character taking on the identity of another,
cycles in which the end reflects the beginning and reality versus illusion.
"The paradox is that Borges hates real mirrors," Rice said, "yet he is
a master craftsman when working with the mirror metaphor." She said that
she will investigate the writer's works and biographies to explain this
relationship between the creator and the created.
Faculty adviser for Rice's research is Dr. Philip Lutes, associate
professor of foreign languages in French.
Rice, daughter of Ronald and Delores Rice, is a 1978 graduate of Great
Falls High School.
Since the program began in 1978, a total of 114 UMstudents have been
awarded the competitive Watkins Scholarships based on their prior academic
achievements and the quality of their research proposals. The scholarship
funds come from the Gordon and Anna Watkins Endowment at UM.
Gordon Watkins was a 1914 UMalumnus who was a Welsh coal miner before
he immigrated to the United States in 1906. He received the doctor of
philosophy degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1918 and an honorary
doctor of laws degree from UMin 1940.
Watkins taught in Illinois and California universities and was provost
of the University of California at Riverside until 1956. He also authored
several books and articles on economics and labor relations and acted as a
federal arbitrator and international consultant in economics. While at UM,
Anna Davis Watkins was secretary to the UMpresident and graduated in English
in 1915. Both died in 1970.
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